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An 


office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
with reſpect to the near relation 
it bears to the great Interceſſor 
Jars High Prieſt of our profeſſion, the Gods 
Man Chriſt ſeſus, as being a delegacy committed 
by him to an order ſeparated from all other 

employments, and expreſſly ſet apart for ſacred 
_ purpoſes; or, if we view it with reſpect to the 
important nature of its truſt, the grand con- 
cern of our Salvation, every ſerious and atten- 
tive mind muſt of neceſſity be ſtruck with the 
dignity and —__ 11 ſo 0 and ſolemn a 
ane £209 

Tur Church of Chriſt i is frequently aper 
ſented: in Scripture” under the image of a So- 


7 ciety. 


HF. 


HET HER we conſider the 


141 


. Now in order to preſerve the eſtabliſh | 

2 and well being of every ſociety ſome are 
deputed to undertake the government of it by 
a lawful commiſſion, to whoſe authority others 
are in duty bound to ſubmit; and are entitled 
to receive the benefits conveyed to them by 
the hands of their proper officers. And fince 
this maxim obtains univerſally in ſocieties of 
an earthly nature, it demands a more eſpecial 
obſervance in that ſpiritual or heavenly ſoci- 
ety, the Church of God, wherein the Clergy, 
the appointed overſeers, take care and provide 
for the Lord's family, and diſpenſe out to them 
the life-giving food of his holy Word and Sacra- 
ments. It muſt betray then great levity, ig- 
norance, or contumacy in any man to enter- 
tain low and diſreſpectful notions of that order, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to carry on the great de- 
ſigns of heaven, to tranſact an embaſſy from 
the KING OF KINGS, to ſign and ſeal 
covenants in his name, to proclaim pardon to 
the returning ſinner, to, publiſh the glad 
eternal glory. The Apoſtle therefore, ever 
mindful of the honour due to the prieſtly of- 
fice, throughout his Epiſtles commands that a 
peculiar reverence be paid to thoſe who are en- 
truſted with it, that * ought to be eſteemed 


very 


(33 

very highly in love for ther works ſake; 68 
watching for the ſouls of their flock, and in 
the wards of my text reminds his Curinthian 
converts, that a man fo account of ths as of the 
Miniſters of Ebrift, and Stewards of 'the Myſfte- 


ries of: God. In TOY work whith words | 
I ſhall 4 


Firk, endeavour to 1 N is mou 
by a Miniſter of Chriſt. And _ | 
_ , Secondly, to ſhew what we are given to un- | 
derſtand by Stewards of the Myſteries of God: 
.Warcu will afford me an opportunity af- 
ag to enforce the duties enjoyned under 


theſe characters — it being required in See 
ardi that a Man be faund faitiſu. 


Bor my firſt endeavour ſhall be to dene 
what's is meant by a Minifter of Chriſt: 

I order to derive the inftitution of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry from it's ſource” and origin 
we muſt obſerve that as we are the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, ſo Chriſt frimſelf was the Miniſter 
of God ordained by a ſpecial cmmiſſion from 
the Father. For it is an inviolable command 
that the prieftly office be not prefumptuouſly 
. intruded into without a lawful and particular 
* to it. No Man, n the , 


„ Heb. v. 4. . 
"3 | taketh 


[6] 


 taketh this bonour unto himſelf, but be that. is 


called of God, at was Aaron: For hem ſpall 
they preach except they be ſent ? Chriſt there- 
fore, tho without ſpot of fin and perfect in ho- 


lineſs, having. the divine nature inſeparably 


united to his human, tho' poſſeſſed of every 
perſonal qualification, yet as he came to fulſu 


all righteouſneſs would not execute his office as 


Prieſt without an outward and vi/hble appoint- 
ment — even * Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be 
made an High Prieſt, but he that faid unto him, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee, 
Thou art a Prieft for ever — Which commiſ- 


ion was proclaimed by the voice of God from 
Heaven at his Baptiſm, when the Holy Spirit 


deſcended upon him in bodily ſhape as a dove 
And from that time tis remarked, that Je- 
fus began to preach ||.— Being thus ſolemnly de- 
clared to be a Miniſter ſent from God, he en- 
tered upon his Sacerdotal function, and as the 
Prophet I/aiah had foretold, + the Spirit of 
the Lord now reſted upon him, becauſe he bad 
anointed him to preach the goſpel to the poor, and 


had ſent. him to heal the broken hearted, to Preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
fight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that were 
eb. v. 5. || Matt, iv. 17, I Luke iv. 18, 19. La- 
uh Ii. 1, 2. | . © 


bruiſed 


171 
bruiſed, and to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. Such was the miniſterial office whereun- 
to our divine Redeemer was appointed as Prieſt. 


And after his Reſurrection being inveſted with 
all power in heaven and in earth, he'brearbed 
on his Diſciples, and delivered the Keys of his 
Kingdom not to Peter only, but to the whole 
Apoſtolic body, promiſing to be wich them (ne- 
ceſſarily including by ſuch promiſe their futute 
ſucceſſors in the Miniſtry) alway even unto the 
end of the Morld. Agreeable to the intent of 
this commiſſion the power of ordination was 
ſolely exerciſed by — Apoſtles, and their ſub- 
ſtitutes the Biſhops in the firſt; ages of the 
Church; for as Theodoret obſerves, «thoſe 
whom we now call Brſbops, the primitive 
Chriſtians called Apeſtles, and according to gt. 
|| Ferom, © Biſhops ſupply the place of the Ah 
tler. As Chriſt himſelf by the act of breath- 
ing ordained the Apoſtles to be the Evangeliſts 
of his word, ſo did the Apoſtles and their re- 
preſentatives the Biſhops by the impoſition of 
hands ſend forth other labourers into the vine- 
yard, Which practice is ſtill continued in 
that pure, reformed, Epiſcopal Church of 
Chriſt to which we n 0 TER to 
a 1 rey ©; 
In 1, Tim. ii. 1. Epiſt. 0 Marcell. 
an 4+. | 


($] 

Bo T'if we: carefully attend we woe = 

the original promiſe — Ls I am with you al- ̃ 
Way — they imply a delegated power grams 
by our Lord to his Apoſtles, and to thoſe 
whom they ſhould hereafter ordain, whereby 
the virtue of his unchangeable Prieſthood 
ſhould continue among men even after his aſ- 
cenſion into heaven. Chriſt himſelf was now 
about to appear in the preſence of God or us, 
to be a perpetual Interceſſor on our behalf. He 
therefore conſecrated an order of men to offici- 
ate before him in holy things, by whoſe miniſ- 
trations tranſacted in his name, the fame gra- 
eious defign of reconciliation to God thro him 
ſhould be carried on upon earth, which he 
would ratify and confirm above in Heaven. 
The Chriſtian Prieſt then perſonates his Maſter 
Chriſt, being an Ambaſſador ſent from him. 
And as in affairs of a civil nature the ſanction 
of an Embaſſy proceeds not from him who 
beats it, but from the King in whoſe name it 
is authorized; ſo likewiſe in the ſacred inter- 
courſe between God and Man by the media- 
tion of the Prieſthood, the ſeveral acts of the 
Kcerdotal calling are rendered valid by the 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion. The baptized 
is made a child of God, the ſincere penitent 
6 his confeſſion receives the benefit of abſo- 


lution, 


© 
j 
5 2 ; 
— — 


lution, and in the celebration of the Holy Eu- 
chariſt the conſecrated Elements of bread and 
wine which the Prieſt offers upon the altar be- 
low, commemoratively are ſymbols and emblems 
of the body and blood of Chriſt which: are the 
divine realities, and are preſented by our Lord 
himſelf before his Father in heaven. Thus 
all things in the Church on earth are done ac- 
cording to the pattern of things in Heaven. 

Bur what I have hitherto ſpoken at 
only the outward and viſible conſecration to 
the Prieſthood and the delegacy committed to 
this order by Chriſt thro the hands of his re- 
preſentatives, by virtue of which the means of 


grace, notwithſtanding any perſonal unworthi» 


neſs, retain their ſaving n e —_ 
niſtered to Behevers. ., 1 44 T 
Bur the true Miniſter of:Jalug, Chris des, 
not confider the holy function only as àn au: 
thoritative commiiſion to officiate in ſacred 
things, but rather as a call and command to 
act with the Spirit of Chriſt, to continue his 
holineſs, to bear a part of his ſacriſice, and to 


devote himſelf for the good of others as he 


did. Tho holineſs gives no man a commyſ- 
fon to exerciſe the paſtoral charge, yet all who 
are called to it are as much ordained to a peeuliar 
e of nis, as to the adminiſtration of the 


Sacraments. | 


3 
| | 
"nn 
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Sacraments. Would we conceive then aright 
of the office of a Chriſtian Paſtor, we muſt 
look at the office of Chriſt; for the work of 
the Miniſtry is only the work of Chriſt com- 

mitted to other hands, who are to. ſupply his 
abſence, to be here in his ſtead, who came to 
ſeek and to fave that which was loſt, and has 
ſent us on the ſame errand, to be doing the 
ſame things and with the ſame Spirit that he 
did, unto the end of the world. It is required 
therefore upon our firſt engaging in this work, 
that we declare openly before God in the pre- 
ſence of his Church, that we are * « inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon us 
this miniſtration for the promoting of the 
glory of God, -and the edifying his people.” 
"Theſe words are not to be fo underſtood as if 
we-were impelled by a fancied heat of imagi- 
nation, which we might conſecrate by the 
name of a motion of the Holy Spirit: neither 
are they to be qualified in ſo lax a manner as 
to countenance our preſumptuouſly undertak- 
ing ſo facred an office with a deſign of ſerving 
God conſiſtently with the worldly purſuits of 
intereſt and ambition. But certainly, if they 
mean any thing, they intend thus much, that. 
ue a ſerious and deliberate conſideration 1 


* See the Ordination Office. * 
ho 


111 


the importance and holineſs of the ratiiidrigh 
calling our own hearts can truly teſtify, the 
Holy Spirit at the fame time bearing witne; 
with our Spirit, that we do not enter upon 
upon the ſelfiſh motive of acquiring honour, 
wealth, or fame, but with a ſteady and un- 
feigned reſolution to dedicate ourſelves to the 
ſerviee of God in promoting, as far as we can, 
the Salvation of our Brethre. 

O all theſe accounts the güte Paſtor 
thinks himſelf bound by the ſtricteſt obi 
tions to preach; not himſelf,” but CBri iſt Te 
he Lord, and himſelf a Servant to the 4 2 
Fellow Chriſtian for Jeſus ſake. And were 
the harmonious ſound' of a Saviour s name 
ſpread forth into all lands by the yoice of thoſe 
who take upon them to preach his Goſpel, we 

might well break forth into Joy i in the words 
of the Evangelical Prophet — * How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of hin that brings 
eth good ridings, that  publiſheth peace, that giv- 


eth od tidings of good, that £167 ſeth , 5 al- | 


vation. For ſuch a Miniſter, eing conſcious 
of the lawfulneſs of his appointment, and of 
the, validity of the ſeveral acts of his calling 


by the delegacy committed to him, would by | 


am = in heart and good will to do the Work of 
 "#ſfaiah Iii. 7. 5 


2 ; B | N 
* 
| 


BEE 


an Evangelif, and would ſtudy to ſhew him- 


ſelf approved to his heavenly Maſter, as well 


by the holineſs of his own converſation, as by 
his unwearied diligence in converting Sinners 
from the error of their way, and leading them: 
into the paths of righteouſneſs and peace: 
BEING thus zealouſly determined to e 
nothing fave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, he 
will conſider himſelf as a Steward of the My/- 
teries of God; which was the Heron point J 
purpoſed to explain. 
Tux Communion of Saints or Church of 
the redeemed, taken in a general ſenſe, conſti- 
tutes the whole family of God in Heaven and 
in earth. Now the ſupreme Head and Go- 
vernor of this family is Jeſus Chriſt, the foun- 
tain of all principality and power, who whilſt 
abſent from his members on earth in his ſtate 
of exaltation at God's right hand. in Glory, de- 
putes his miniſters to officiate as Stewards to 
his Houſhold. The ſame relation therefore 
which domeſtic ſtewards ſtand in to their 
earthly maſters is that which is occupied by 
the Clergy in reſpect to their heavenly one. 
And in order faithfully to diſcharge the office, 
the ſame duties are equally required from the 
one as from the other. The buſineſs. of a 
ſteward is to act as Vicegerent to his Lord, 


to 


STD 


„ 
to keep ſafe that which is committed to his 
care, to diſpenſe out proviſion for the uſe of 
the houſhold, and ever to conduct himſelf with 
ſingleneſs of heart, as having his Maſter's in- 
tereſt ſolely in view, and being accountable to 
him for the improvement of the talent where- 
with he is entruſted. This being the nature 
of the office, our next inquiry muſt be to in- 
veſtigate what is the ſacred depgftum delivered 
in charge to the Stewards of the Houſhold of 
Faith, which the Apoſtle here expreſſeth un- 
der the name of the Myfteries of God. 

TRE Term Myfery is too frequently ſup- 
poſed to ſignify a propoſition of ſo dark and 
abſtruſe a nature as to be utterly incomprehen- 
fible by the powers of the Human Under- 
| NY or to admit of any explication what- 
But the uſage of this word in Scrip- 

ig if duly attended to, ought certainly to ob- 
viate and remove ſo vulgar a prejudice. St. 
Paul profeſſeth to . prak the wiſdom of God in 
4 Myſtery, even the myſtery of God's will 
which he had + made known to him by Revela- 
tion, and ſuppoſeth it a poſſible caſe to']] under- 
ftand all myſteries. And in the opinion of a 
learned and judicious & Divine, myſteries are to 
CY Cor. ii. 7. + Eph. ili. 3. 1 1 Cor. xifl. 2. 5 See 
 Laflie's Theol, Works, vol. 1."Hiſtory of Sin/and: Hereſy. 4 
34 B 2 © 
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be inquired into, why elſe were they revealed? 


It does not affect the point in queſtion, and 


conſequentiy ought not to be looked upon as 


an impediment to an inquiry carried on in a 


ſpirit of meekneſs and humility, tho we grant, 


as we readily do, that we cannot fully and 
adequately comprehend a myſterious truth, 


When revealed, with all it's relations, con- 
nexions and dependences, while in our embo- 


died ſtate we know only in part, and behold 
ſpiritual objects as in a glaſs, not darky, ac- 


cording to our tranſlation, but en aνν, / ænig- 


maticaliy, by reflection or repreſentation. This 


confideration, Ifay, ought not to obſtruct our 
inquiry, but rather to excite our zeal and induſ- 
try, that we may each, according to our ſeve- 
ral capacities and the different meaſures of di- 
vine grace afforded: to us, attain to our portion 
of ſpiritual. knowledge conveyed under an out- 
ward cover to our underſtanding, in a manner 
ſuitable to the nature of our intellectual facul- 
ties, which can no otherwiſe receive it but as 
propoſed in a ſymbolical or allegorical way of 
expreſſion. To the natural or carnal man, who 


in his unconverted ſtate knows not the things 


of God, the outward letter is the miniſtration 
of death; but to the ſpiritual eye, which God 
| hath * to ſee the deep things which he 

ih. 


[25 ] 
can this glaſs mean, unleſs it be the viſible ere- 
which the inviſible things of God are-clearly 
ſeen, being preſented to the eye of Faith? And 
the greek word & pong does in its fighification 
favour this conſtruction, ſince it is uſed” in the 
ſame ſenſe with the latin Sacramentum, which 
in the language of our Church is an-outward 
and viſible fign of an inward and ſpiritual grace. 
To unfold then or explain a myſtery is to pe- 
netrate thro the outward cover of the killing 
letter, in order to come at the ſpiritual and life- 
giving truth ſhadowed out under it. And in 
this ſenſe it is uſed by St. Paul in à particular 
paſſage in his Epiſtle to the Epbgſians, where 
having ſet forth the reciprocal affection and re- 
concdludes with ſaying that he ſpake 4 grrat 
Myftery, and that concerning Ghrift and bit 
Church || : Herein moſt indubitably the out- 
ward ſymbol of conjugal love is the image 
mme the e union eng between 


5 C 3 Res, qui externo >. guodem 1 gre 
Mad quid myſticè 1 innuitur, & repræſentatur, ſocramentum, Ab 
Heb, "NOD quod Fm abJcondifant denotat, eftq; 4 radice "ND 


#/condit, occultavit. Mintert. Lex, - - | Chap. v. 32. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Church is adumbrated: And 
St. Jobn in the firſt chapter of the Revelation 


ſtars and the even golden candleſticks to be a 
repreſentation of the: ſeven: angels 'of the ſeven 


churches. In conformity to this received 
uſage of the word Myſtery, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel or Stewards of the divine myſte- 
ries therein recorded are compared to * Oxen 


"treading out the Corn. According to this beau- 


tiful image the treading out the corn out of 
the huſk ſeemeth plainly to import the ex- 


Pounding the dead outward letter ſo as to 


make it fit for ſpiritual food. 

"SEEING then we are conſtituted Miniſters 
in the letter but of the Spirit, the Spiritual 
expoſitions of the bleſſed Scriptures couched 
under their various images, whether Parablec, 
Proverbs, Types, or Allegories, conſpiring to de- 
lineate Chriſt and his heavenly kingdom be- 


gun in grace and hereafter to be conſum- 


mated in glory, ſeem in a more eſpecial 
manner to denote thoſe holy myſteries, of 
which God hath made us the Stewards and 
Guardians, thereby marking out to us our 
peculiar province, viz. to exerciſe our minds 
in "Gs true wiſdom which deſcendeth from 


©: THT | , 


- above 


[ #7 ] 

above, that the knowledge and love of Chriſt 
may dwell in us richly, both for our own illu- 
mination and profit, and that we may be qua- 
lified to apply theſe ſaving truths to the! diffe- 
rent exigences of thoſe; whoſe ſouls are com- 
mitted to our care, in order to e, in 
them the * hidden Man f the Heart. 

Ir is not to be denied but that by tos "ares 
teries of the Chriſtian Religion are alſo fre- 
quently underſtood the more ſublime doctrines 
upon which it is founded, ſuch as the exiſt - 
ence of the ever- bleſſed Trinity in Unity, the 
Incarnation of the ſecond Perſon, the oecono- 
mical office of the Holy Ghoft, and the manner 

of his operation in the Hearts of Believers, and 
the reſurrection of the dead, doctrines, which 
tho farther ſtill above the reach of our limit- 
ed underſtanding fully to comprehend, yet 
are delivered either under natural images or 
inſtituted repreſentations, and as they involve 
no contradiction, and have the ſeal of divine 
anthority ſtamped upon them, ought in juſtice 
to bow down the Pride of Human Reaſon 
ever ready to exalt its vain imaginations againſt 
the Wiſdom of God, ſo as to produce a hearty 
and unfeigned aſſent. And moreover, foraſ- 
much a8 "the. redemption of every ſoul ' thn 


9 1 ' ©. x Pet. ilk. . 


man, 


man; the ſatisfaction paid for his ſins, the re- 
generation and gradual purification of his heart, 
upon the truth of theſe doctrines inwardly ap- 
plied; they are ſolemnly committed in truſt 
to the ſtewards of the Houſhold of Faith, 
who are bound by e e, een geg to 
execute their charge with integrity. 
Fon it is — in ee * a man | 
be found faithful. 

No the. characteriſtic * e is that 

| of acting as Vicegerent to his Lord, which 
as it coincides with the office of a Miniſter 
will give me an opportunity of laying before 
you in one view, the duties required of 
a whe en to each of theſe” ſta 

| pods faithſulnels of A | Miniſter d 
ande principally in theſe: three things. Firſt, 
in keeping ſafe that which is committed to his 
truſt, Secondly, in diſpenſing out proviſion 
for the uſe of the Houſhold; And thirdly, 
im \canducting himſelf with fingleneſs of heart, 
folely intent upon promoting his Maſter's in- 
tereft, as knowing that he will ſhortly be called 
upon to give an account of his Stewardſhip. 
IT will not be neceſlary to recapitulate the 
. ** delivered in charge to the 
nean ſtewards 
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Rewards of God, after ſo diſtin& an enumera- 
tion of them in the explanation of the word 
myſtery. But fince the execution of our truſt 
depends upon a thorough knowledge of the du- 
ties required of us, which are clearly taught in 
Scripture, it is evident that if we would be 
true to our charge, we muſt firſt of all conſult 
with conſtancy and fidelity, that grand chartet 
of our commiſſion, the written Word of God. 
At the time of our ordination we receive au- 
thority to preach this holy word, and the re- 
ſolution we enter into in the preſence of God 
and his Church is „to uſe all diligence in 
prayer, and in reading of the Holy Seriptures, 
| and in ſuch ſtudies as help to the knowledge 
of the ſame, laying aſide the ſtudy of the world 
and the fleſh.” How ſtrictly we have obſerved 
theſe ſacred engagements it becomes every one 
of us to aſk our own conſciences. For tho 
we are by no means called off from an appli- 
cation to ſuch human ſtudies as tend to culti- 
vate and enlarge the underſtanding, and are 
proper for a perſon of a liberal education to be 
acquainted with, yet even theſe literary pur- 
ſuits, when followed by men of piety as well 
as learning, may be made uſe of as inftrurents 
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to draw water from the wells of Salvation. 
And the Chriſtian Scholar, who hath acquired 
the knowledge of the learned languages, and 
hath been taught by the rules of Logic to me- 
thodize his thoughts, and to exerciſe his facul- 
ties in the art of reaſoning, will enjoy the un- 
ſpeakable advantage of being able both to ſtudy 
God's word in the Original, and to fortify him- 
ſelf from this divine armoury with weapons 
the moſt proper to the point in hand to repel 
every attack of the enemy. It was St. Paul's 
commendation of his beloved Timothy, that 
from a child he. had known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which were able to make him wiſe unto 
Salvation; and we may be bold to affirm, that 
| whoever in his earlier years cometh to this 
fountain of knowledge with a child- like ſim- 
plicity, and earneſt deſire to be taught of God, 
will be gradually led into all truth, according 
as he is able to bear it, until he alſo, as well 
as Timothy, is inſtructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven. To be deeply converſant with the 
Scriptures, wherein God himſelf ſpeaketh unto 
us muſt be the firſt buſineſs of a ſteward who 
would &now his Lord's will and fulfil it. 
Nxx x to the word of God let him reve- 
rence the writings of the primitive Fathers, 
ſon of whom * by converſing with 
the 
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the Apoſtles, others by hearing their firſt diſ. 
ciples, caught from their hallowed lips the 
ſacred fire of divine knowledge animated with 
love, which they diffuſed throughout the world, 
propagating the ſaving truths they had newly 
learned with a zeal enabling them to triumph 
even under the panes of the moſt a e mar- 
tyrdom. 

Burr to the ſteward of this our houſhold in 
a more eſpecial manner is committed the 
guardianſhip of our excellent Liturgy, toge- 
ther with the Articles and Homilies, which as 
they now ſtand reformed from the errors of 
Popery, and breathe forth the genuine Spirit 
of the Scriptures, as well in doctrine as in 
practice, muſt be allowed, upon a compariſon 
being made, to form the beſt Fan 
Church this day in the world. SER 
Nox will the faithful Miniſter of Chriſt 
reſt here, knowing that the confeſſion of the 
ſoundeſt faith availeth nothing unleſs it work 
by love. Conſcious of the depravity of his 
fallen nature he will apprehend the force of 
that ſaying of our Lord, * when thou art con- 
verted ſtrengthen thy brethren,” and will there- 

fore learn to EXPE in himſelf wherein 
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real converſion conſiſts, Hefors he. pndextakes 
to reform other s. 

Fizs r then he will preach to | himſelf, will 
labour by the aiſiſtance of God's grace to re- 
gulate his own paſſions, to ſubdue his natural 
corruptions, and particularly to obtain the 
maſtety over that fin which more eaſily beſets 

him, whether Pride, Anger, Voluptuouſneſs, 
of whatever other unmortified affection. Nay 
farther, it will be the daily and earneſt defire 
of his mind to grow in grace, to attain. to 

higher degrees of meekneſs, humility, pa- 
tience, reſignation, ſelf-denial, purity, and love 
unfeigned towards God and Man: So that, 
having ſearched and meditated on the Scrip- 
ture, and having applied to ſuch other ſtudies 
as help to the knowledge of the ſame, like un- 
to a good houſeholder he will bring forth out 
of his treaſure things new and old; and foraſ-- 
much as he himſelf is trained up in the di- 
vine Life, and taught by experience how ta 
overcome the world, the fleſh, and the devil 
thro' faith in a crucified Saviour, he will be 
qualified rightly to divide the word of truth and 

to diſpenſe out proviſion for the Lord's family, 

giving to each their portion in due ſeaſon. 

In performing this part op his duty conſtant 
care 
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fancy be brought up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, good principles muſt. be 
inſtilled, as early as poſſible, into their minds; 
and no method of doing this promiſes better 
ſucceſs (nor indeeed where practiſed has been 
more ſi bleſſed), than the cuſtom of cate- 
 chifing. Our church catechiſm is in itſelf the 
. moſt compleat epitome of Chriſtianity, ſuch. as 
in; the expoſition of it will afford to the Paſtor 
the beſt opportunity of inſtructing the ignorant. 
and enforcing every article of Faith or Duty. 
The advantage of forming to early habits of 
goodneſs the tender minds of youth yet un- 
prejudiced by error and untainted by vice ſeems 
to ſpeak fo ſtrongly for itſelf, that one cannot 
help ſurmiſing, if the ancient practice of cate- 
chiſing were univerſally reſtored, it might lay 
a laſting foundation for the ſuppreſſion of 
wickedneſs, and the maintenance of true reli. 
gion and virtue in ſucceeding generations. 

Bur the more general way of communicat- 
ing religious knowledge is by preaching, which 
indeed was made the firſt inſtrument of con- 
verting the world, and is now a chief __ 
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ealling home wandring ſinners to the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of their Souls. 

In theſe public diſcourſes to the congrega- 
tion, which for the moſt part conſiſts of per- 
ſons almoſt as different in reſpect to their ſtate 
in religion as in their complexion, the faithful 
Miniſter, zealous for the ſalvation of all, will 
addreſs himſelf to each in particular, according 
to their reſpective circumſtances. The dreadful 
threats of God's law muſt be denounced againſt 
the openly vicious and profane; the careleſs 
who ſleep on ſecurely in their fins muſt be 
awakened to a ſenſe of their danger; the in- 
ward and vital power of godlineſs muſt be 
preſſed home to thoſe who attend the outward 
form; the weak but fincere Chriſtian is to be 
comforted ; the babes or adults in Chriſt are 
to be fed with milk or ftronger meat in pro- 
portion to the meaſure of their ſtature; the 
moſt perfect muſt be exhorted to perſeverance 
in watchfulneſs and prayer; and it will be re- 
_ quiſite to lay before all the neceſſity of being 

arrayed 1n a better righteouſneſs than their own, 
even the imputed righteouſneſs of a Redeemer, 
in order to obtain . in the ſight of 
Gol. 
Bur beſides this food diſtributed in public 
by catechiſing and preaching, other occaſions 
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ing the houſhold of Faith will fre- 
quently occur, wherein it will be highly pro- 
per to give ſeaſonable admonitions in private, 
eſpecially in the vtation of) the fich. This 
trying ſcene demands great ſkilfulneſs and in- 
tegrity in the Divine who is called upon to 
treat with a ſoul about to depart into a ſtate 
of everlaſting happineſs or miſery, For alas! 
the Phyſician of the ſoul is ſeldom ſent for, 
till life is pronounced to be in danger. And 
how affecting the ſcene, when the ſoul ho- 
vers over the brink of eternity, before ſhe has 

made her peace with God! Her ſpiritual guide 
muſt needs be previouſly acquainted with the 
terms of the covenant confirmed of God in 
Chriſt. Our church hath adjudged it ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that in the office for viſiting 
the ſick the words of one of the collects run 
thus, the Lord make thee to kflow and feel 
that there is none other name given to man, 
in whom and thro' whom thou mayeſt receive 
health and falyation, but only the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And moreover it will re- 
quire a deep penetration and inſight into the 
workings of the human breaſt, to diſcern a 
real heart-felt contrition from one excited 
thro' fear of death, to be able to apply the 
promiſes of the Goſpel judiciouſly, fo as nei- 
"ne 


0 20 
* 0 buby up che ſoul with falſe: hopes, no 
yet to refrain from ſpeaking comfort where it 
may and ought to be adminiſtered. Repen- 
tance towards God and Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt are the general terms to be inſiſted 
upon. Particular circumſtances muſt vary ac- 
cording to the ſtate and. condition of the pu 
tient. 

Ax p in each of the nende duties the 
faithful ſteward will conduct himſelf with An- 
gleneſs of heart, ſolely intent upon promoting 
his maſter's intereſt, as knowing that he will 
ſnhortly be called n e an account of his 
ſtewardſhip. 

 Unvpzx the ene of this Feige he 
will never dare to lord it over God's heritage, 
neither in exerciſing -neceflary acts of diſci- 
pline will he exert any unjuſt authority over 
thoſe committed to his care; but, like his 
bleſſed Maſter, who came not to be miniſtered | 
unto, but to miniſter, he will condeſcend to 
the infirmities of his flock, and bear with their 
weakneſſes in a ſpirit of meekneſs and pa- 
tience. His zeal for God's glory will not 
break out into intemperate heat of paſſion, be- 
cauſe the wrath of man, he well knoweth, 
wor ketb not the righteouſneſs of God, but being 
directed by . and diſeretion will burn 
with 
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Vith a ſteady eyen flame of holy love. And ne 
he keeps himſelf free from every act of domi 
neering, ſo likewiſe in his intercourſe with his 
flock he will malte it apparent that he under 
taketh the overſight thereof not ſor filthy lucre 
fade, bur of a ready mind. It is but juſt indeed 
chat they who ſurrender their pretenſions to 
thei bar, the camp, the exchange, and quit all 
ſecular employments that they may. preach 
the Goſpel, [ſhould live of the Goſpel, and 
that in a manner ſuitable to their education 
but an upright ſteward will renounce every de- 
gree of extortion, oppreſſion, or whatever ſa- 
vours of covetouſneſs, with the utmoſt abhor- 
rence. His eye being alway directed to the 
feryice of his maſter, he will often anticipate 
in thought and meditation the proceſs of that 
great day, when he ſhall be called upon to de: 
liver in his accounts. Antecedent therefore to 
his final trial, leſt after having preached te 
others, he himſelf ſhould be a caſtaway, he will 
examine himſelf by ſuch like preparatory queſ- 
tions. Whethet the belief of the Goſpel hath 
had it's due influence upon his heart and life? 
Whether he is ſeriouſly engaged in working 
out his own Salvation, ſince in order to in- 
ſtruct others in the ways of holineſs he himſelf 
_ to be exerciſed therein? Whether in his 
| D miniſtrations 
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miniſtrations amon g his ſtock he ſeeketh his 
own profit, or the profit of many tbat they may 
3% % ,? Whether he carrieth himſdlf toward 
them with that affection which may convince 
them that he hath their Salvation at heart, and 
chat he hopeth to meet them at the right hand 
of God, as ſo many ſeals of his miniſtry? And 
laſtly, in order to attain this bleſſed A whe- 
ther he declareth unto them the whole counſel 
bf God from the oracles of truth, leading them 
on both by precept and exalhpte; as much as 
lieth in him, in the way to heaven © 1 

Tus E are ſome few outlines of the paſto- 
ral duty. But ſeeing that ſo great and impor- 
tant a charge lieth upon the clergy, we max 
be induced to aſk, who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? 80 thought the holy Men of old? 
Even the Prophet Feremiab, who was ſanctis- 
fied! from the womb, nevertheleſs cried out, 
when the word of the Lord came unto him to 
appoint him to the ſacred c e: Ab, Lord 
God, vous IJ cannot ſpeak, for I am a child *. 
And in the primitive Church the moſt. emi- 
nent men trembled under the awful ſenſe they 
entertained of the ſacerdotal function, as is 
reported of Ambroſe, Cbryſj om, and others. 
Yun! the fame Divine Power which raiſed: 05 

i n * Jer. i. 6 T1977 6 Tread. 
thei 
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withichs a gbod'colifelfion befcte rel, is read. 
at hand 1 ſtrengthen us alſs, provided we . 
aſk*for help in the manner they did. Let us 
therefore, as we are directed in the exhortass 
tion for the ordering of Prieſts, © <ontinually © 
pray to God the Father, by the mediation .. 
our only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for the br 8 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt.” For the" v 
are not ſufficient of ourſelves for the hoot 5 
pliſhment of this or any other good Work, yet 
the Spirit of Prayer will derive down upon us 
virtue from above to qualify us for the office | 
whereunto we are ordained. And let me add, 
that we ſhall find no ſcene of life bleſſed wifi 
ſuch happy opportunities of laying in a tre- 
ſure of ſacred knowledge, for future ſervices, 5 
as that wherein we are at preſent ſituated. | 1 
Tres ſeats are in a peculiar manner conſe 
crated to the purpoſes of Religion and Learn- 
ing. And to their honour be it ſpoken, that 
many burning and ſhining lights have in every 
generation been ſent forth from them, who 
haye ſpread far'and wide the knowledge of the 
glorious Goſpel, ſpeaking the words of found 
doctrine. May the Lord diſpoſe all our hearts 
to tread in the ſteps of theſe our worthy pre- 
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4 deceſſors. Be it then our care to apply with 
| | diligence | 


to.implore the bleſſing of God upon 
that * « waxing. riper and rong! | 
REST — 1 — : 
- delivered to the Saint, and may attain) unto | 
| | fu fee: the Lord. To ſhall we mad . 
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